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Background

• Targeted info for care transition

• Less time

• Larger numbers

• Expected self  care

• Patients expected to comprehend and use self  care immediately

• Gap analysis targeted better understanding health literacy 

Purpose

• Determine if  significant difference between Nurses perceived health literacy 

and actual tested health literacy

• Determine whether or not the SILS correlates with the NVS.

Method

• Near mirror previous study done by Carolyn Dickens et.al. “Nurse 

Overestimation of  Patient's Health Literacy”

• Cross sectional, convenience

• Med/Surg patients

• Gender non-specific

• Inclusion: 18 or older

• Nurse consent/interview/permission

• Patient consented/Interviewed/Tested

• Demographics/SILS (Single Item Literacy Screener)

• Newest Vital Sign tool

• 55 patients recruited
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Results
• Nurses underestimated health literacy

• Kappa 0.72

• Patients overestimated their own health literacy

• Weak association between NVS and SILS 

• Spearman Correlation .175, p=2.02

• Not Statistically Significant

• Women scored higher than men

• Health Literacy declines with age

• More educated were more health literate

Conclusion

• Study completed after 6 months

• Stalled data gathering

• Identified same nurses being interviewed

Next Steps

• Gather a team of  experts to review the results

• Repeat the study asking the nurses their confidence in assessing patient’s 

health literacy using a Likert Scale.

Questions?


