
Observe for 24 hours to assess for persistence of 
symptoms. Do not order test for C diff.

Patient with clinically significant diarrhea
 (3 or more loose stools within 24 hours)

NO

Has patient taken laxative within the 
last 24-48 hours?

YES

Does patient routinely take 
laxatives (daily)?

Enter order for a single stool specimen to be 
tested for C diff per protocol. Place patient on  

empiric Contact Plus Precautions while awaiting 
results.

Stop laxatives and gauge clinical response for 48 
hours prior to ordering C diff testing.

YES

NO
YESNO

YES

C diff test results positive?

YES

NO

Continue treatment and Contact Plus Precautions. 
Do not send follow-up C diff test 

(i.e., as a test of cure)

Alternative diagnosis as cause of 
diarrheal  symptoms made?

Stop Contact Plus 
Precautions

If C diff strongly suspected despite one negative 
test, a second test may be sent vs. empiric 

treatment for C diff infection.

YES

NO

C-Diff Testing Algorithm

For in-patients (adults) over 18 years of age, including obstetric 

patients

 


